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This project was funded by an agreement awarded by the [Environmental Protection Agency/Great Lakes 
Fishery Commission] to the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission in partnership 
with the Lake Champlain Basin Program. NEIWPCC manages LCBP’s personnel, contract, grant, and 
budget tasks and provides input on the program’s activities through a partnership with the LCBP Steering 
Committee. 
 
Although the information in this document has been funded wholly or in part by the United States 
Environmental Protection agency under agreement CE982720010 to NEIWPCC, it has not undergone the 
Agency’s publications review process and therefore, may not necessarily reflect the views of the Agency 
and no official endorsement should be inferred. The viewpoints expressed here do not necessarily 
represent those of NEIWPCC, the LCBP Steering Committee, or EPA, nor does mention of trade names, 
commercial products, or causes constitute endorsement or recommendation for use. 
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Executive Summary 
 

The goal and purpose of the Soil Savers grant was to reach a diverse community and 
educate on the importance of soil health and how it is a necessity in everyday life. Soil 
health is extremely important whether we are discussing agriculture, streams, landfills, 
stormwater or septic systems. Soil has many functions including water purification, medium 
for plant growth, recycling organic wastes and habitat for soil organisms. The goal of the Soil 
Savers program was to reach out to landowners, farmers, government officials and students 
to educate and assist them on making better decisions for the land, whether it is for a large 
agricultural process or a small household composting project.  
 
The process we took with Soil Savers to achieve this goal was open community trainings 
with experts in many different aspects of soil health, school programs, a community event 
with conservation organizations in a popular park along Halfway Brook in the Champlain 
Watershed, assisting municipalities and a soil program at a public library. We reached out to 
local schools, newspapers and social medias to inform the community of the Soil Saver 
events.  
 
We now have established Soil Saver programs for elementary students up through 
landowners and farmers. With the proper equipment that includes soil test kits, soil probes, 
augers and sifters, our office plans to continue with school programs and assisting 
landowners on soil health and spot testing.   
 
We have completed the Soil Savers grant according to the plan of work and timeline given 
of December 2014. The high school program went very well due to the hands on activities 
and connecting the program to real world applications. We had each student bring in a soil 
sample from home and use soil test kits for analysis. The students then analysed their 
results and determined nutrient amendments needed and also with plant nutrient charts, 
determined what type of vegetables could be grown. We also had the students use soil 
probes and compare soil test results.  
 
The community trainings were very success and the attendees all had very positive 
feedback. The trainings covered a wide variety of soil health topics including farms with 
barnyards and pastures, cover crops, no till, composting, soil structure with physical and 
chemical properties, erosion, nutrient runoff and invasive species.  
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8 Appendices  
Appended Documents: 
 
Attach any articles, press releases (which should acknowledge partnership with LCBP), a list of 
acronyms and published documents pertaining to this project 
 
Photos:  Email or mail a CD to your Project Officer with any photo documentation you have of 
your project with proper photo credit that LCBP can use in future publications. 
 
Electronic Data:  Email or mail a CD to your Project Officer with any electronic datasets you 
have generated through your project. 
 
 
 

 


