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WHAT IS AN ILLICIT DISCHARGE
AND WHY IS IT PROHIBITED?

Part VII.C.

An illicit discharge is any discharge into a municipal
storm sewer system (storm drains, pipes, and ditches)
that is not entirely composed of stormwater, except those
identified in Part I. A. 3. Examples of illicit discharges
include septic tank seepage, laundry wastewater, auto
fluids, and motor oil. An illicit discharge could be any non-
permitted discharge in which the MS4 Operator or DEC
has determined to be a substantial contributor of
pollutants to MS4. Discharges from MS4 operators that
are not authorized in this permit include:

(1) Stormwater discharges that may harm an endangered
or threatened species or its habitat

(2) Stormwater discharges that may harm properties
listed or eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places

(3) Stormwater discharges prohibited under 40 CFR 122.4
and 6 NYCRR 750-1.3

(4) Discharge of vehicle and equipment wash water from
municipal facilities, including tank cleaning operations

WHAT TYPES OF DISCHARGE
ARE ALLOWABLE

Part LA3.

Non-stormwater discharges are authorized by the SPDES
general permit provided they do not Vviolate
Environmental Conservation Law Section 17-0501. If the
DEC or MS4 Operator determine that one or more of the
discharges are in violation of ECL, and the discharges are
illicit, the MS4 Operator must eliminate the discharges by
following the illicit discharge Minimum Control Measure
requirements found in Part IV.C. or Part VII.C, depending
on the operator type. Discharges fromm MS4 operators that
are exempt from this permit include:

(1) Stormwater discharges associated with an industrial
activity, provided the discharges are covered by the
SPDES Multi-Sector General Permit for Stormwater
Discharges Associated with Industrial Activity

(2) Individual SPDES stormwater discharges, provided the
discharges are in compliance with their individual SPDES
permit limitations

DISCHARGES AS
DEFINED IN MS4
GENERAL PERMIT


https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/40/122.4
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/new-york/6-NYCRR-750-1.3
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/ENV/17-0501
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FOR COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS
REGARDING THE MS4 PROGRAM

Submit comments through the Warren
County SWCD Webpage

TO REPORT OR AN ILLICIT DISCHARGE OR
SUSPECTED ILLICIT DISCHARGE

Please call the appropriate MS4 municipality
hotline phone number:

Warren County (518)-824-8840

Queensbury (518)-761-9212

TO REPORT A SPILL

Please contact the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation
spill hotline:

1-800-457-7362

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

If you or your organization would like to
volunteer for stream cleanups, outfall
sampling, or placing storm drain markers,
contact:

Warren County Soil and Water Conservation

District
394 Schroon River Road ; h

Warrensburg, NY 12885

nhickr@warrenswcd.org_ WARREN COUNTY
(518)-623-3119 S.W.C.D.

ADDITION
RESOURCES


https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/stormwater
https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/water/water-quality/stormwater
https://warrenswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Illicit-Discharge-brochure_0.pdf.pdf
https://warrenswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Illicit-Discharge-brochure_0.pdf.pdf
https://warrenswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Page-57-Section-E-Illicit-Discharge-Education.pdf
https://warrenswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Lawn-Fertilizer-poster.pdf
https://warrenswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Pet-waste-poster.pdf
https://warrenswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Car-oil-poster.pdf
https://warrenswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/septic-mailer.pdf
https://warrenswcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/failingseptic.pdf
https://warrenswcd.org/residents/
https://www3.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/idde_manualwithappendices.pdf
https://www3.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/idde_manualwithappendices.pdf
https://www3.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/idde_manualwithappendices.pdf
https://www3.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/idde_manualwithappendices.pdf
https://www3.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/idde_manualwithappendices.pdf
https://www.warrenswcd.com/uploads/7/2/5/9/72597023/idde_factsheet.pdf
https://www.warrenswcd.com/uploads/7/2/5/9/72597023/idde_factsheet.pdf
https://www.warrenswcd.com/uploads/7/2/5/9/72597023/stormwater_bmps_swimming_pool_maintenance.pdf
https://www.warrenswcd.com/uploads/7/2/5/9/72597023/stormwater_bmps_swimming_pool_maintenance.pdf
https://warrenswcd.org/municipal-separate-storm-sewer-system-ms4/
https://warrenswcd.org/municipal-separate-storm-sewer-system-ms4/

